+ All Saints’ Church, North Street, York
Organ History
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1856

Henry Whitehead

The first organ to be installed in All Saints’ Church, North
Street, was built by Henry Whitehead of York in 1856. Prior to
the installation of this organ, the only instrument available for
the accompaniment of the choir and congregation was a
harmonium, which had been bought in 1851. The York Herald
printed the following review of the instrument’s dedicatory
service (which had been held on the 16th of January) on the
19th of January, 1856:
‘The pieces selected were Bridgewater’s Gloria in A, and
Ebdon’s Service in C. The anthems, ‘Plead thou my cause’,
‘Judge me, O Lord’. and chorus ‘I will give thanks’, which were
most effectually given by the choir, the solo parts by Mr
Wilson, and alto and trebles from the Cathedral, and Mr
Nightingale, of the York Choral Society. The instrument was
admitted, by all who heard it, to be of a most superior quality,
full, sweet, and clear in its tone, massive and grand when its
full powers are used. It is capable of the sweetest and most
delicate expression. The great capabilities of the instrument
were fully brought out by Mr John Tomlinson, the organist,
whose playing gave great satisfaction. The case, which is from
a design by Mr George Coates, is chaste, and in excellent
keeping with this fine old church. After the sermon, a
collection was made on behalf of the organ fund .We are
given to understand that it is the unwearied perseverance of
Mr Edward Calvert that the parish is indebted for the erection
of this fine instrument’.
On the 6th of October 1866, the Yorkshire Gazette printed the
following advertisement for the sale of the organ:

Henry Whitehead frequently advertised his business
in local newspapers. This example has been taken
from an edition of the Yorkshire Gazette, which was
printed on the 24th of February, 1857.

Specification
Great

Stop Diapason 8’
Harmonica 8’
Principal 4’
Fifteenth 2’
Sesquialtera
Cornet
Swell

1867

Open Diapason 8’
Stop Diapason 8’

‘Church organ for sale, now standing in All Saints’ Church,
North Street, York, containing two rows of keys, 14 stops and
pedal. For further particulars apply to Mr. Tesseyman, Railway
Street; or Mr. Hopkins, Organ Builder, Jewbury Terrace, York.’
The advertisement ascribes fourteen stops to the instrument.
It is not known whether this was a mistake during printing, or
whether the instrument had gained an extra stop since 1856.

Open Diapason 8’

Flute 8’
Dulciana 8’
Principal 4’
Pedal

Double Diapason 16’

Forster & Andrews

On Wednesday the 15th of May 1867, All Saints’ Church was
re-opened, having undergone a thorough restoration. A new
organ had been erected during this restoration by Forster &
Andrews (Hull) at a cost of £200. The York Herald reviewed
the church’s re-opening service on the 18th of May, 1867:
‘The organ, which is a fine toned instrument, was supplied by
Messrs. Forster and Andrews, of Hull...The first service
connected with the re-opening was fixed for eleven o’clock in
the forenoon. The congregation was only a limited one, there
not being one-third of the sittings occupied; and shortly after
the hour appointed a procession emerged from the vestry…
[which] walked slowly along the centre aisle, the choristers
singing the hymn “Christ is made the sure foundation.” The
order for morning prayer was intoned by the Rev. G. W.
Guest, and the Venite and Psalms were chaunted, the
Gregorian chaunt being used. The Rev. E. Pearson read the
first lesson, after which the Te Deum was chaunted. Mr.
Pearson then read the second lesson, and the Benedictus
having been chaunted, the 203rd hymn was sung,
commencing with the words “Now my tongue the mystery
telling.” The Rev. G. W. Guest, the Rev. J. R. Lunn, and the
Rev. E. Pearson next proceeded to the “altar,” and standing
with their backs towards the congregation – a position they
occupied during the greater part of the time they remained
near the communion table – Mr. Guest commenced reading
the communion service. Mr. Pearson read the epistle, and
Mr. Lunn the gospel. The Hon. and Very Rev. the Dean
preached the sermon from Galatians iv, – 26.’

Specification
Choir

Open Diapason 8’
Lieblich Gedact 8’
Dulciana 8’
Flauto Traverso 4’

Swell

Lieblich Bourdon 16’
Open Diapason 8’
Stopt Diapason Bass 8’
Stopt Diapason Treble 8’
Salicional 8’
Octave 4’
Horn 8’
Oboe 8’

Pedal

Bourdon 16’

Accessories Swell to Choir, Choir to Pedal, Swell to Pedal.
Sloping stop jambs. Ratchet Swell Pedal.
3 Composition Pedals.

1996

Principal Pipe Organs

The current organ in All Saints' Church, North Street was
built by Geoffrey Coffin (Principal Pipe Organs, York) in 1996.
The best pipework from the 1867 Forster & Andrews organ
was incorporated into the new instrument, with some
additional pipework taken from the disused organ of All
Saints’ Church, Pocklington. Both instruments had been built
by Forster & Andrews in 1867 and shared many
characteristics. The pipework from both instruments had
been voiced at the same time and was of a very similar scale.
The building-frame of the instrument had originally been
built by Harrison & Harrison (Durham) in 1914, for their
instrument in St Saviour’s Church, York. By 1952, this
instrument was moved to St Stephen’s Church in Acomb,
where it resided until a disastrous fire in 1995. Most of the
organ was destroyed in the fire, but the team at Principal
Pipe Organs decided that the building-frame could be
salvaged and re-used within the new instrument at All Saints.

1867 Diapered Façade Pipes

The beautifully-diapered façade pipes in the new casework
were taken from the 1867 Forster & Andrews organ. These
pipes were re-gilded in 1996 and are all speaking pipes. The
instrument has undergone two changes since its erection.
The Great 'Gamba' has been replaced with a 'Sesquialtera'
and the Swell 'Voix Celeste' with a 'Nineteenth' (Nicholson
Rank). The organ has tracker action throughout and is
equipped with a Cymbelstern, which was removed from the
Minster organ during their 1994 rebuild by Geoffrey Coffin.
The instrument can be heard every Sunday at the Sung Mass
(17:30) and a regular series of recitals is given each year.

Specification
Great

Open Diapason 8’
Stopped Diapason 8’
Principal 4’
Claribel Flute 4’
Fifteenth 2’
Sesquialtera II
Mixture III

Swell

Lieblich Gedact 8’
Salicional 8’
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Gemshorn 4’
Flageolet 2’
Nineteenth 1, 1/3’
Horn 8’
Pedal

Bourdon 16’
Bass Flute 8’

Accessories Swell to Great, Great to Pedal, Swell to Pedal
Swell Tremulant, Great Tremulant.
Cymbelstern. CCTV Monitor.

1996 Console

